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PHOTO FRAMES WITH MOUNTING MEMBERS 



BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 
Field of the Invention 

[0001] The invention relates to a frame or holder for photos or the like, having a mounting 
member for attaching the frame to another object. 

Detailed Description of Embodiments of the Invention 

[0002] Figure IF shows a large candle, and mounted thereon, picture frames according to 
several embodiments of the invention. As is known, when a large candle burns, only the central 
portion of the candle is removed, leaving the outer portion of the candle still in place for 
permanently displaying the pictures in their frames. 

[0003] Figures 1A-1E show a first embodiment of the invention. As best seen in Figure ID, 
a frame has rear-facing members (four ears in this example) which securely enclose a transparent 
cover layer, a photograph, and a back plate. As best seen in Figure 1 A, the back plate has at least 
a member or pin (here, a pair of pins to prevent rotation) for mounting the frame to another 
object. As an example, the pins may secure the frame 'to a candle, a bulletin board, a wooden 
object, or anything else that is penetrable by the pins. The non-rotatable feature is particularly 
advantageous if a charm or another object having weight is mounted on the frame. The frame 
may be decorated with any sort of decorative object or pattern. 

[0004] As shown in Figures 1A-1E, the frame is flat. Alternatively, the frame and back plate 
may be given a shape to match an outer contour of an object to which it is to be attached. For 
example, it may be curved to match the outer surface of a cylindrical candle, or a bend may be 
formed to match the corner of a rectangular object, etc. 

[0005] Figures 2A-2F show a second embodiment of the invention, which is similar to the 
first embodiment except for the frame being rectangular rather than circular. Of course, it can be 
made in any shape within the scope of the invention, besides circular or rectangular. This frame, 
like the first embodiment, may be flat, or shaped to match a non-flat mounting surface. As seen 
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in Figure 2E, if a flat frame is attached to a cylindrical candle, there will be spaces left between 
the frame and the candle, which increase toward the two ends in the circumferential direction. 
To fill such spaces, the frame may be formed with a depending bezel having edges that closely 
follow the surface shape of the candle. Analogously, a bezel may be formed to permit a frame to 
match a surface configuration of any mounting object, besides a cylindrical object. Figure 2F 
shows a decorative underlay for applying an interesting background surrounding the frame. The 
peripheral parts of the underlay project beyond the frame, which is mounted in the central portion 
of the underlay. The underlay has a pair of holes corresponding to the pair of mounting pins. 
[0006] Figures 3A-3F show a third embodiment. As shown, the frame is generally 
rectangular and has a curved shape for matching a curved mounting object. Of course the frame 
may be flat or may have any other two- or three-dimensional shape. The frame is three-sided so 
that a photograph may be inserted laterally into the frame from its fourth side, between a 
transparent cover sheet and a back plate. As in the previous embodiments, the back plate has a 
pair of pins for mounting the frame on an object. The frame is advantageously crimped onto the 
back plate when manufactured, the frame and back plate being supplied to the user as a unit. V- 
shaped notches may be formed in the folded metal edges of the frame to prevent buckling when 
the frame is bent into its curved shape. 

[0007] Figure 4 shows a fourth embodiment of the invention, comprising a cover plate with 
an opening for viewing a photograph, possibly protected by a transparent layer, and optionally 
with a backing layer as well. The cover plate has one or more holes for the receiving pins or the 
like for securing the cover plate to a mounting object. 

[0008] Figures 5 A-5D show a one-piece frame with integral mounting members (here, a pair 
of pointed mounting ears). A rectangular frame body has one part with an opening for showing a 
photo and a second part which is folded over the first part to form a backing plate for the photo. 
A pair of pointed ears extending rearward from the first part have two functions. First, the ears 
close the sides of the frame. (One or more additional ears can be provided, for example to close 
the top of the frame as well.) Second, the ears project rearward past the second frame part for 
being forced into a mounting object. The frame is preferably folded in the manufacturing process 
to neatly align the first and second parts of the frame. The frame may, however, be supplied to 
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the user unfolded, and/or with the ears coplanar with the first frame part, for both safety and 
easier packaging. 

[0009] Figures 6A-6B show a sixth embodiment. A pair of first prongs are provided on one 
side of the first frame part (which contains the display window). Additional first prongs may be 
provided on other sides of the first part. These first prongs are bendable to project rearward for 
both closing the side or sides of the frame and for engaging the mounting object, as in the fifth 
embodiment. Fewer or more prongs may be provided. The first prongs may be used solely to 
close the frame if desired. A pair of second prongs is formed by cutouts in the second frame part 
and, again, project rearward for engaging a mounting surface. 
[0010] Figures 7-9 show additional aspects and embodiments of the invention. 
[0011] Although the present invention has been described in relation to particular 
embodiments thereof, many other variations and modifications and other uses will become 
apparent to those skilled in the art. For example, the features in the various embodiments can be 
freely exchanged or substituted for one another within the scope of the invention. Any of the 
embodiments may be included in a kit with a die or cutter adapted for cutting a photograph to fit 
the frame. Any embodiment may be curved or folded three-dimensionally to match the outer 
shape of a mounting object. The present invention is not limited by the specific disclosure 
herein. 
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